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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
REVIEW (Galatians 1–2) 

Paul was amazed that the Galatians let amateur legalists pull them from the grace gospel that 
God revealed directly to Paul (a former legalist) and that Paul did not learn from men, even 
the apostles. The ones that the legalists claimed as great heroes (Peter, James, & John) 
actually accept Paul as an equal, with Peter even accepting rebuke from Paul when Peter 
shunned Gentile believers in Antioch (a practical compromise of truths central to the gospel). 

 
  
1. Divine signs persuasively presented crucified Christ [so they believed &] received the Spirit 

[as a seal], but legalists tricked them that the Law was also needed [to receive life]  (3:1–5) 
 

3:1a The crucified Christ was persuasively presented to them (verse 5 indicates that signs 
were part of the means by which Christ was persuasively presented to them) 
 
 
3:1b Legalists bewitched them into ceasing to be persuaded by what Paul had taught. 
 

Majority Text reads: Who has bewitched you that you should be unpersuaded by the truth? 
(unpersuaded is better than not obey for peithō here. Cf. Lk 16:31; 20:6; Act 17:4; 21:14; 26:26; 27:11; 
28:24; Rom 8:38; 14:14; 15:14; Gal 3:1; 5:7; 2 Tim 1:5, 12; Heb 6:9) 

 
 Remember 2:21: adding the Law to faith in Christ would nullify the cross 
 
 
3:2 Law-keeping did not give them the Spirit; but believing Christ’s promise did 

  Cf. Rom 8:9b Now, if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. 
   All believers have the Spirit; no unbeliever has the Spirit 
 
 
  Cf. Eph 113; 430. The Spirit seals bels until God redeems them [in resurrection] 
 
 

The Galatians received the Spirit, implies that they had believed. The implication 
is why my point for 3:1–5 (above) says that [they believed]  

 
 
 3:3 The flesh cannot complete or perfect what the Spirit began: 
  The flesh cannot complete what the Spirit began in giving us everlasting life 
 
 
  The flesh cannot complete what the Spirit began in enabling the abundant life 
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 3:4 If they disqualify themselves from reward, their past sufferings would be useless 
   
 

Suffering differentiates entering the kingdom rewardably versus unrewardably 
(Cf. contextual exposition of Rom 8:17 and 2 Tim 2:11–13).  

And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples, they 
returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, 
exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, “We must through many tribulations 
enter the kingdom of God.” 

 
 
 
 3:5 God who supplies the Spirit does not seek lawkeeping, but faith 
 
 
 
 
2. [The fact that the Law is not needed to receive life] is proven by Abraham being justified 

by faith (alone) & by God’s promise to Abraham (3:6–9) 
 

3:6 The Law is not needed to receive life because Abraham was justified by faith (alone) 
  Gen 15:6 And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness. 
 
  Note: Abraham believed 400+ years before the Law was given (Cf. Gal 3:17) 
 
 
 
 
 3:7 [In light of Abraham being justified by faith (alone)] only believers are his sons 

God promised Abraham that he would not only be the father of one nation, Israel, 
but of many nations. In both Hebrew & Greek the nations = the Gentiles. 

Gen 175 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations (Gentiles among his progeny) 

 
 
 
 

3:8 God preaching the gospel beforehand to Abraham, “In you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed,” predicts justification of Gentiles by faith 

  Gen 12:3b And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.  
 
 
 
 

3:9 [In light of God predicting justification of Gentiles by faith to Abraham] the promised 
blessing must be for believers; it cannot be for law-keepers  
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3.  [An explanation of the blessing being for believers, not law-keepers is that] all law-
keepers are under a death-curse, but Christ’s death redeemed believers so Gentiles receive 
the Abrahamic blessing [justification by faith] and the promised Holy Spirit (3:10–14) 

 
3:10 The Law curses all who attempt to live by it, because none perfectly continue in it 
 Dt 27:26a Cursed is the one who does not confirm all the words of this law.. 

 
 
 3:11 Justification (phases 1 & 2) has always had a faith basis, not a lawkeeping basis 
 

Habakkuk 2:4 (in context) is a phase 2 justification passage: God is ready to 
discipline the nation by sending the Babylonians (Chaldeans) to conquer Judah.  

 
Habakkuk 15"Look among the nations and watch -- Be utterly astounded! For I will work a work in your 
days Which you would not believe, though it were told you.  6For indeed I am raising up the Chaldeans, A 
bitter and hasty nation Which marches through the breadth of the earth, To possess dwelling places that 
are not theirs. . . .”  

23“For the vision is yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it 
tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely come, It will not tarry. 4Behold the proud, His soul is not upright 
in him; But the just shall live [e.g., be spared alive, not dying in the conquest] by his faith. 
 
 
 
 

3:12 Justification by law-keeping would require 100% obedience [so it is not possible to 
create a hybrid justification by faith and works] 

Note well: James 2 does not contradict this: Suffice it to say that James 2 does not speak 
of a (phase 1 or phase 2) justification by law-keeping nor does is the justification with 
which James concerns himself a justification before God. It is a justification before men 
that is not based on law-keeping). We will not discuss the James passage at this time. 

 
 
 

3:13 Christ bore the death curse for us on the cross, just as OT criminal corpses were 
hung on trees, signaling them being under a divine capital curse 
 
 
 
 
3:14 The purpose of Christ bearing our death curse is that the blessing of Abraham 
[justification by faith alone] would come upon Gentile believers in the Church age and 
that all believers would receive the Holy Spirit [who seals them for redemption in the 
resurrection] 

 
 
 
 
Conclusion and Application 
 


